
LYNDHURST FOUNDATION 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

2019 
  

Arts & Culture      
 
Bessie Smith Cultural Center, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of the inaugural year of the Big 9 Roots Festival. Additional support for 
an expanded educational outreach program.  
$35,000.00  
 
Charles H. Coolidge Medal of Honor Heritage Center, Chattanooga, TN 
For support of the capital campaign to construct the Heritage Center, set to open 
in February of 2020. 
$100,000.00 
    
Chattanooga Girls Rock!, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support of the Girls Rock! one-week summer music camp 
and year-round programming. 
$15,000.00 
    
Chattanooga State Community College Foundation, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of a dedicated Arts and Culture Fund to underwrite speakers, 
workshops, and other community cultural activities and events. 
$50,000.00  
    
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of general operations and programmatic activities in 2019.  
$40,000.00 
    
Chattanooga Theatre Centre, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the second annual Chattanooga Festival of Black Arts & Ideas.  
$10,000.00 
    
The Chattery, Chattanooga, TN 
For general operating support in 2019, including funding for expansion of class 
offerings and the development of a meeting and teaching space. 
$25,000.00 
 
Chattlab Makerspace, Chattanooga, TN    
Matching support for the purchase of new equipment to enhance the maker space. 
$10,000.00  
   
 
 



City of Chattanooga - Public Art, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of two “Art in the Neighborhood” projects in collaboration with 
residents from the communities of East Lake and M.L. King.  
$140,000.00 
 
City of Whitwell, Whitwell, TN   
To support the rebuilding of the historic Whitwell Depot, a community goal 
generated through Whitwell’s participation in the Thriving Communities program. 
$20,000.00  
    
Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN  
Support for rounds two and three of the Arts Forward initiative to develop greater 
capacity for Chattanooga arts organizations. Additional support for the Ed Johnson 
Memorial, the Wreath of Honor Memorial, and for the Sankofa Fund for Civic 
Engagement.  
$485,000.00 
    
Contemporary Performing Arts of Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the Artists as Change Agents pilot project. Additional support for the 
Muse of Fire program for young playwrights. 
$15,000.00 
 
Creative Discovery Museum, Chattanooga, TN 
For the support of the museum’s capital campaign to renovate its facility and 
upgrade its exhibits.  
$300,000.00 
    
Enterprise Center, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for Placemaking Week Chattanooga in October 2019 in partnership with 
Project for Public Spaces.  
$10,000.00 
    
Friends of the 6th Cavalry Museum, Fort Oglethorpe, GA   
The second in a series of two installments for support of strategic and financial 
planning activities. Additional support for the Interactive Art Walk at Gilbert 
Stephenson Park, the impetus for which was generated through Fort Oglethorpe’s 
participation in the Thriving Communities program.  
$30,000.00 
    
Friends of the Chattanooga Public Library, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of the "Silks and Shades" pilot project in the downtown library with 
community workshops and design installation led by local silk artist Claire Vassort. 
$14,000.00  
    
 
 



Growing Meigs, Decatur, TN   
For support of murals and utility box artwork, in addition to shading and lighting 
elements to improve audience comfort during the Downtown Summer Nights 
concert series. These action items were developed as a result of Decatur’s 
participation in the Thriving Communities program.   
$20,000.00 
    
H*Art Gallery Tennessee, Chattanooga, TN  
For support of general operations and programmatic activities in 2019. 
$20,000.00  
       
La Paz Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN 
For support of La Paz’s capital campaign to develop its new headquarters and 
cultural center in Highland Park. 
$200,000.00 
 
Main Street Athens, Athens, TN   
For support of a new public pocket park in downtown Athens as an outgrowth of 
involvement in the Thriving Communities program. 
$20,000.00 
    
McMinn County Living Heritage Museum, Athens, TN   
For support of exhibit upgrades and the creation of a historical county timeline at 
the Heritage Museum. 
$10,000.00  
    
Mid-South Sculpture Alliance, Chattanooga TN   
Support for a five-piece, two-year temporary exhibit located in downtown 
Chattanooga that will highlight work by women sculptors. 
$40,000.00  
    
Project for Public Spaces, New York, NY   
Funding to encourage participation of artists and creatives from throughout 
Chattanooga and its communities of color in the 2019 Placemaking Week 
international conference.  
$20,000.00 
    
PTA TN Congress of Parents & Teachers, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of ELLA Library and the East Lake Book Fiesta in 2019. 
$14,000.00 
 
RISE (formerly Jazzanooga), Chattanooga, TN  
Support for general operations and programmatic activities in 2019 and for the 
Incubator Arts & Culture Hub. Additional support for programming and 
management of the Levitt AMP Chattanooga free concert series. 
$145,000.00    



River City Company, Chattanooga, TN 
For support of artistic animation projects in downtown Chattanooga, including the 
Art Spark utility box art project and the activation of Cooper’s Alley. 
$50,000.00 
 
Scenic City Clay Arts, Chattanooga, TN   
For direct and matching support of programmatic activities in 2019. 
$25,000.00  
    
SoundCorps, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support to enhance Chattanooga’s music economy by 
increasing public exposure to the musical arts and providing a range of 
opportunities to individual musicians.  
$45,000.00  
    
Southeast Tennessee Development District, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for a new partnership, including representatives from the SETD, 
Tennessee Arts Commission, and Thrive Regional Partnership, to deepen the 
placemaking work of Thriving Communities participants in Tennessee. 
$50,000.00  
    
Splash, Chattanooga, TN   
For general support of the Splash youth art program, which predominantly serves 
children who reside in Chattanooga’s Westside neighborhood.  
$15,000.00 
    
Thrive Regional Partnership, Chattanooga, TN   
For support of the third round of the Thriving Communities Initiative with coaching 
and community engagement training for three selected rural communities. 
$250,000.00  
    
Unity Performing Arts Foundation of Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support of Unity’s after-school arts curriculum. 
$30,000.00     
  

Conservation & Physical Health   
    
A Step Ahead Foundation, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for general operations to provide education about and access to long- 
acting reversible contraception.  
$50,000.00 
    
 
 
 
 



Access Fund, Boulder, CO   
Support for the Chattanooga Climbing Conservation Initiative, which is aimed at 
expanding recreational opportunities for bouldering and climbing at popular natural 
areas surrounding Chattanooga. 
$46,098.00  
 
Chattanooga Area Food Bank, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the purchase of a new refrigerated tractor-trailer truck to increase the 
efficiency and flexibility of deliveries throughout the Food Bank’s twenty-county 
service area.   
$170,000.00  
    
Chattanooga Zoo, Chattanooga, TN  
Support for a new Hellbender salamander educational and research facility and for 
the Promoting Ethnic Diversity in Zoos (PEDZ) employment and life skills program 
for minority youth. 
$105,000.00 
    
City of Chattanooga Department of Transportation , Chattanooga, TN 
Support for the expansion of the Bike Chattanooga Bicycle Transit System, 
including the purchase of additional BOOST e-bikes and the location of a new bike 
station in the Highland Park neighborhood. 
$75,000.00  
    
City of Dunlap, Dunlap, TN 
Support for the construction of a new public boat ramp and parking lot to improve 
recreational access on the Sequatchie River. 
$35,000.00 
 
Conservation Legacy, Durango, CO   
Support for the inaugural American Sign Language Inclusion program to enable 
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing teens to participate in conservation service programs 
offered by the Chattanooga-based Southeast Conservation Corps.  
$40,000.00  
    
Cumberland Trail Conference, Crossville, TN 
Support for the construction of the twenty-one-mile Piney River to Laurel Snow 
segment of the Cumberland Trail. 
$80,000.00  
    
Erlanger Health System Foundations, Chattanooga, TN  
Support for the adoption and use of telemedicine in rural schools located in 
Bledsoe, Sequatchie, and Meigs Counties. 
$83,420.00  
    
 



Georgia-Alabama Land Trust, Piedmont, AL   
Support for the conservation of farmland, forests, and riparian buffers located 
across seven counties in northwest Georgia and northeast Alabama. 
$50,000.00  
 
Impact America, Birmingham, AL   
Support for the Focus First Vision Care project, which provides free eye 
examinations and follow-up care for young children. 
$30,000.00  
 
Land Trust for Tennessee, Nashville, TN   
Support for the development of a new public mountain bike park on Signal 
Mountain and for the inaugural Farmer’s Feast in conjunction with the Cycle 
Sequatchie bicycle tour. 
$85,000.00  
    
National Park Partners, Chattanooga, TN   
Matching support for the reconstituted “Friends” organization that assists the 
Chickamauga-Chattanooga National Military Park with fundraising, marketing, 
stewardship, and outreach programs.   
$50,000.00 
    
Nature Conservancy of Georgia, Atlanta, GA   
Support for the Mill Creek restoration project to improve fish habitat and 
connectivity in the Conasauga River Basin. 
$25,000.00  
    
Orange Grove Center, Chattanooga, TN   
Matching support to assist Orange Grove in placing its clients with eleven different 
community-based organizations in Hamilton County and north Georgia.  
$200,000.00  
    
Paint Rock Forest Research Center, Paint Rock, AL   
Support for surveying expenses for a major research initiative in partnership with 
the Smithsonian Institute’s global ForestGEO project and several regional 
nonprofits and universities. 
$48,600.00  
    
Rhea Economic and Tourism Council, Dayton, TN   
Support for a feasibility study to identify opportunities for connecting the  
towns of Dayton and Spring City to the Cumberland Trail via a greenway network.  
$37,000.00  
    
Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Signal Mountain, TN   
Support for capacity building and the Project Underground educational curriculum. 
$84,600.00     



Tennessee Aquarium, Chattanooga, TN  
Support for the capital campaign to construct the Tennessee Aquarium 
Conservation Institute. 
$100,000.00 
 
Tennessee Environmental Council, Nashville, TN   
Support for 250K Tree Day 2019, which is a statewide tree-planting effort. 
$5,000.00 
    
Tennessee River Gorge Trust, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for an innovative partnership to research the migratory behavior of select 
neotropical songbird species and demonstrate the ties that exist between the 
peoples and forests of Tennessee and Guatemala.    
$60,000.00  
    
Tennessee Wildlife Federation, Nashville, TN   
Support for the second phase of a regional project focused upon the restoration of 
shortleaf pine habitat. 
$25,000.00  
    
USDA Forest Service - Cherokee National Forest, Cleveland, TN   
Support for a freshwater snorkeling program that introduces children and adults to 
the remarkable array of aquatic life that exists in the creeks and rivers of the 
Cherokee National Forest. 
$20,000.00 
 
Whitfield County Government, Dalton, GA 
Support for the development of a new public park adjacent to historic Rocky Face 
Ridge in northwest Georgia. 
$25,000.00  
    

Downtown & Urban Development   
    
Chattanooga Design Studio, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support in 2019 with additional funding for the CIVIQ 
Lecture Series in 2019-2020 and enhancements to MyChattHouse.com. 
$187,000.00  
    
Chattanooga Neighborhood Enterprise, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the planning and design of Missing Middle housing prototypes and for 
the development of mixed-income housing in the Highland Park and Ridgedale 
neighborhoods, including the second phase of the Mai Bell Apartments. 
$1,074,000.00    
    
 
 



Cornerstones, Chattanooga, TN   
Funding for the renovation of the dome of Chattanooga Terminal Station and for 
the creation of a new headquarters for Cornerstones. 
$75,000.00  
    
ELLA Library, Chattanooga, TN 
Support for the implementation of Rossville Boulevard tactical urbanism projects 
outlined in the plans developed by the East Lake Neighborhood Association. 
$35,000.00 
 
Enterprise Center, Chattanooga, TN   
Underwriting for the Innovation District Public Realm Action Plan in partnership 
with the Chattanooga Design Studio and the City of Chattanooga. 
$50,000.00  
    
green/spaces, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the creation of Guidelines for Affordable Zero, a framework for 
sustainable building practices developed in partnership with the Chattanooga 
Design Studio for inclusion in MyChattHouse.com. 
$20,000.00  
     
River City Company, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the development of a Chattanooga Riverfront District Strategic Master 
Plan. Additional funding for the enhancement of downtown streets and public 
spaces and for related startup activities of the Downtown Business Improvement 
District.  
$500,000.00 
    
Trust for Public Land - Tennessee Office, Chattanooga, TN   
To enhance pedestrian and bicycle access in the East Lake community, including 
improved connections between parks and schools. 
$75,000.00  
    
United Way of the Ocoee Region, Athens, TN   
Underwriting for detailed construction plans for the Blythe Oldfield Neighborhood 
revitalization effort and for a new greenway connection to the local elementary 
school. 
$138,500.00  
    
University of Georgia Foundation - Carl Vinson Institute, Athens, GA   
Support for the development of the Warehouse District Downtown Redevelopment 
Model in Ringgold, Georgia, and for a Downtown Master Plan in Athens, 
Tennessee. 
$170,000.00  
    

 



Innovative Economy   
    
The Chattery, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support in 2019, including funding for expansion of class 
offerings and the development of a meeting and teaching space. 
$25,000.00  
    
Chattanooga Neighborhood Enterprise, Chattanooga, TN   
Underwriting for CNE Money School in 2019 and 2020. 
$20,000.00    
    
CO.LAB, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support in 2019. 
$175,000.00  
    
Enterprise Center, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the development of the Tech Goes Home Early Learning Pilot program 
in partnership with the City of Chattanooga and Hamilton County to promote digital 
inclusion and improve early childhood learning opportunities. 
$25,000.00    
 
green|spaces, Chattanooga, TN   
Funding for the Build It Green Work Team pilot program and the expansion of 
Empower Chattanooga to include workforce training in the arena of building 
efficiency and sustainable living.    
$96,800.00  
    
LAUNCH, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support with an emphasis on the addition of expanded 
managed services for new businesses. Additional funding for a Kitchen Incubator 
feasibility study. 
$80,000.00  
    
Main Street Athens, Athens, TN 
Support for the ongoing development and operations of the LITE House innovation 
and entrepreneurial center in downtown Athens. 
$22,500.00 
 
RISE (formerly Jazzanooga), Chattanooga, TN  
Support for the creation of The Hub Arts and Culture Incubator and associated 
programming designed to support women and people of color in pursuit of careers 
as artists and entrepreneurs. 
$30,000.00  
 
 
 



River City Company, Chattanooga, TN 
Support for planning of the 3rd/4th Street Health and Wellness District. 
$80,000.00 
 
UTC Center for Urban Informatics, Chattanooga, TN   
Funding for phase one of Exploring Transit Innovation in Chattanooga, a 
computational, data-based analysis of transit functionality in conjunction with 
ongoing multi-modal transit studies at the Center. 
$70,000.00  

 
Education   

    
Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for Bridge Scholars of Chattanooga, a unique summer and after-school 
program that prepares underrepresented students for academic success and 
leadership roles in the community.  
$15,000.00    
    
Public Education Foundation, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the Project Inspire teacher residency program. Other partners include 
Lee University, the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, and Hamilton County 
Schools. 
$325,000.00  
    
Reflection Riding and Arboretum, Chattanooga, TN 
Support for Forest School programming, training, and facility upgrades to increase 
public access to natural play areas and expand awareness about the pedagogical 
tenets of nature-based education.  
$125,000.00 
 
Tennessee Aquarium, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the capital campaign to construct the Tennessee Aquarium 
Conservation Institute and a feasibility study to evaluate the efficacy of creating an 
early childhood learning center that maximizes the educational resources of the 
Aquarium, Creative Discovery Museum, and other local nonprofits. 
$175,000.00  
    
YMCA of Metropolitan Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN 
Support for the development of three new nature-based playgrounds at locations 
where the YMCA is expanding its network of early learning centers. 
$125,000.00  
    

 
 
 



Other    
    
Chattanooga Area Food Bank, Chattanooga, TN   
To increase the availability of food baskets and food vouchers during the 
government shutdown of 2019 to maintain access to meals for those in need.   
$20,000.00  
    
Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN 
For support of the One Clip at a Time Fund in honor of Alison Lebovitz’s 
leadership and service to the Lyndhurst Foundation and greater Chattanooga 
community. 
$20,000.00 
 
Employee/Trustee Matching Contributions  
To promote the spirit of philanthropy by matching the personal charitable 
contributions of the Lyndhurst Foundation’s staff and trustees.  
$51,874.00 

Hamilton County Sheriff's Office, Chattanooga, TN   
Support for the Project FUSE pilot mental health and homelessness initiative. 
$50,000.00 
    
Metro Ideas Project, Chattanooga, TN 
Support for general operations. 
$75,000.00 
 
Metropolitan Ministries, Chattanooga, TN 
Support for the renovation of a former warehouse and manufacturing facility 
located on Rossville Boulevard to serve as MetMin’s new headquarters and 
community Impact Hub.  
$110,000.00  
    
Thrive Regional Partnership, Chattanooga, TN   
For general operating support during the 2019 calendar year.  
$100,000.00 
 

Refund 
 
City of Chattanooga Department of Transportation, Chattanooga, TN 
Return of remaining funding from a grant made in 2015. 
$22,353.30  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Assets* $141,100,000.00 

Operating Expenditures  

     Administration $1,268,105.00 

     Asset Management $30,277.00 

     Capital $22,402.00 

     Taxes $10.00 

Charitable Expenditures  

     Grants $7,901,039.00 

Direct Charitable Activities $55,787.00 
 

*Estimated 

 


